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The Springfield Historical Society’s events for 2021 offer something for everyone.   

MARK YOUR 2021 CALENDAR !  

April 25th  - Rubber Ducky Race 

July 14th  - Springfield Historical Society Annual Meeting and fiddle music 

July 10th  - Ramble Round the Lake 5K 

Run 

Springfield Historical Society 
PO Box 6 

Springfield, NH 03284 
 

 

TO: 

 

MISSION STATEMENT  
SHS is the responsible steward of Springfield’s legacy by preserving and sharing Springfield’s cultural 

heritage from the beginning through today to ensure current and future generations know, understand and 

appreciate our history. 
 

HAPPY SPRING!  It has been a long cold and snowy winter but the Board kept things moving!  We 

only missed one of our monthly meetings because of snow.  So we got a lot done:   

 We welcomed another wonderful addition to the Board – Alison Patten. 

 We revised the Society’s constitution and by-laws to be presented at the July Annual Meeting. 

 We began the planning of a number of events as well hands-on exhibits for the summer. 

 We started organizing a membership and fundraising drive. 

 We continued to discover treasures of Springfield’s heritage as we sifted through the 

collection. 

 As part of our ‘refreshing’ efforts at the museum, we tore off the carpet, padding 

and hundreds of randomly placed staples in the school room only to discover the  

markings where school desks were set.  Repair and refinishing should be finished 

by May thanks to funding from the town. 

 And we started planning a village barn raising – stay tune for more on this exciting project 

soon!  

We look forward to welcoming you and your family and friends at the upcoming events in April and 

throughout the summer. Come out to celebrate the Museum’s reopening in May!    

              Jim Bednar 

 

Message to Members from the Board President 

 

October 13th  – Speaker:  Our National Thanksgiving: With Thanks to President Lincoln and Mrs. Hale 

 

April 14th  – Speaker:   New Hampshire’s Long Love-Hate relationship with its Agricultural Fairs 

Agricultural Fairs 

June 5th – Pulled Pork Dinner (Take-out option) 

November 6th  - Sip-A-Soup  Lunch 

(fundraising) 

 

 

 

Jim Bednar, President 

Pixie Hill, Vice President 

Gregory Bruss, Secretary 

Angela MacCreighton, Treasurer 

Poul Heilmann, Communications 

Trudy Heath, Scholarship & Museum 

Alison Patten 

 

 

Schoolhouse Finds 
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Exciting Discoveries 

 

COVID Brings a Different Type of Milkman 

 

 

In the 1950-60s a red and black pickup truck made a weekly 

round through Springfield.  The driver, Maybelle Colby, 

greeted you with a warm smile and twinkle in her eye as she 

showed off her vegetables, fruits, flowers, eggs and milk.  The 

milk was especially memorable with the top third of the bottles 

filled with thick cream.  I still hear the clanging of the glass 

against the metal carrier. 

 

brews at home – beer!  A network developed comparing recipes and tasting the variety of flavors.  The 

town’s 250th celebration brought brewers to the Meeting House stage offering tastings during a pulled pork 

luncheon. 

Then the virus struck and the only time the word “social” got used was to remind us to keep our distance.  

Gone were the gatherings of beer connoisseurs, replaced with an occasional email or phone call to compare 

notes.  Then one brewer, Tim Fraser, decided there was a better way to do it – drop off a few beers to each 

brewer or beer lover and hold a Zoom gathering to taste them together!  It started small with three or four 

persons.  Don Hill made his rounds every Wednesday afternoon, and became a milkman of the COVID era 

– leaving the brews on the doorstep or porch.  The following afternoon the group greeted each other on 

Zoom and methodically tasted each beer, critiquing its quality of color and taste.  Conversation might then 

get into what was brewing next, what new grains were being tested, what new equipment might be coming.   

The weekly ritual grew in numbers and helped lead to even greater things.  The system ran well – there’d 

be the call for “who has something to share?”, followed by the pickup and drop offs.  The group grew to as 

many as seven or eight persons; spouses would often be in the background, seeming to enjoy the laughter 

and give-and-take.   

 The story has a happy ending.  Two participants graduated from home brewers to micro-brewers, one 

(Protectworth) selling canned beers across the Upper Valley and another (Hoptimystic) opening a tasting 

 

in Springfield.  The weekly on-line gatherings morphed 

into weekly meetings of the “Springfield Brewers 

Association “at Hoptimystic.  The finishing touch was a t-

shirt designed by Don Hill, incorporating Sara Ellis’ 250th 

logo, with the slogan “Promoting Sanity, One Pint at a 

Time.”  Surely a welcome respite during the stressful 

times.  Springfield is certainly a special place.     

 

Sixty years later, Springfield has a different kind of milkman 

delivering special beverages. The story starts before the virus 

struck when a few “alchemists” were concocting distinctive 

Jim Bednar 

The wonderful history of Springfield is coming to life as we begin our systematic approach to catalogue, 

evaluate and research the wide variety of items collected over the years.  With it comes a renewed sense of 

urgency and resolve for preservation. 

The challenge of meticulously wading through documents, maps, photographs, and memorabilia currently in 

storage is slow, but as we identify what we have, no small task in itself, we will be ready to create a 

cataloguing system that will allow any document to be findable for future research.   Many items are quite 

fragile and must be stored in the accepted method to ensure it will last well into the future. 

 

 1783 Arithmetic Workbook - Tucked away in the old school house was a handwritten in beautiful 

calligraphy, leather bound Arithmetic workbook from 1783 originally written in Connecticut.  Using 

the name of the creator and his notations, a genealogy trace allowed us to follow its winding path over 

two centuries from Connecticut thru New York and Vermont to its discovery on a dusty shelf tucked in 

amongst other school books and materials where the family inheritor of this wonderful document left it 

upon settling in Springfield.  It is fragile and needs proper storage to ensure it may survive for future 

Springfield generations to appreciate. 

 

 1840’s Town Map – A recent an inquiry about property owned by an early 

family in the pre-Civil War settlement of the town lead us to a fragile town 

map drawn by a Colonel Sanborn, circa 1840, and then redrawn at a larger 

scale in 1901.  With some careful investigation we were able to identify 

family names and places to help in this family research.   The use of maps in 

our collection made it clear how important it is to preserve and care for them 

so future researchers can study these primary documents in detail.   

 

 Genealogy Research early 1800’s - A family genealogist approached us to verify 

family records concerning someone it was said was born in Springfield in the 1790s 

but buried in the Midwest.  They had tried the internet but were unsuccessful and 

were hoping we might find old town records to help them definitively confirm the 

family stories.   The1790 Federal Census for Springfield failed to list anyone with 

that family name in Springfield which lead us to Town Hall’s oldest record book 

containing family records for births, marriages, land contracts and assorted business 

conducted by the Town Selectmen.  Although incomplete, it appears to be an attempt 

in the early 1800s to duplicate earlier town records that were lost.   As a primary 

source we have nothing more valuable in town possession for those earliest years and 

is one of the documents in need of proper storage and preservation as it is already in 

delicate condition.  After a thorough search, admittedly with many interesting 

digressions, we had to sadly report that we could find no official records for the 

family being in Springfield, with the exception that someone with that family name 

from Wilmot married a woman from Sunapee in Springfield… so we directed them 

to those town’s records for further 

 

 

 

 

 

The work continues and we are hopeful that through proper identification, cataloguing and preservation we 

can fulfill Society’s mission of preserving and sharing our cultural history. 

 

Springfield Brewers Association (l to r): 

 Adam Bray, Bill Waddell, Don Hill, Mike Boucher, 

Tim Fraser and Jim Bednar.  Missing:  Mark 

Laughlin and Shane Crate 

Tell us your story!   
We are always in search of good stories to share with our Members just email Poul at peheilmann@gmail.com 

 

mailto:peheilmann@gmail.com

